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State parks provide valuable op­
portunitiesforvisitors to learn about 
our environment by providing first­
hand experiences with nature 
through guided nature walks, camp­
fire programs, exhibits, and audio 
visual shows. These first hand expe­
riences produce a deeper under­
standing and awareness of the 
public's role within this delicate en-
vironment, and stimulate concern 
and active stewardship of natural 
and cultural resources. 

Examples: 

• Fort Snelling Visitor Center ($977 ,500) 
Fort Snelling has one of the state park system's largest and most active environmen­
tal education/interpretive programs. The existing Pike Island Nature Center is old, 
in disrepair, overused, undersized and closed most years when the Minnesota River 
floods. A large new visitor center will be built above the floodplain on a site near 
the Mendota Bridge. 

• Afton Interpretive Displays ($17 ,250) 
Rehabilitate and replace existing displays in the park's interpretive center. This 
project is representative of a statewide need to rehabilitate and rotate interpretive 
displays that are several years old. The displays at Afton have not been updated 
since the park was opened in the early 1980's and are in need of revitalization or 
replacement. 

• Savanna Portage Interpretive Center ($172,500) 
Remodel and expand the existing park contact station so it can function as both a 
contact station and interpretive center for environmental education/interpretive 
programs. 
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Environmental Education & 
Interpretation Funding Needs 

'PARK FUNDING 

AFTON 
B.AN.NlNG 
BEAR HEAD LAKE 
BEAVER CREEK VALLEY 
BIG STONE LAKE 
BLUE MOUNDS 
BUFFALO RIVER 
CAMDEN 
CARLEY 
CASCADE 
CHS. A. LINDBERGH 
CROW WINO 
FATHERI:IENNEPffi 
FLAND RAU 
FORESTVILLE 
FORT roDGELY 
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NEEDED 

$17,250 
$2&.75:0 

$000 
$000 
$000 
$000. 

$11,500 
$287,SO() 

$5,"750 
$57,500 
$11.SOQ 

$9t 

DNR Parks and Recreation 



A QUIET CRISIS 

Park Infrastructure 
Funding Needs 

PARK FUNDING 

AFTON 
BANNING 
BEAR HEAD LAKE 
BEA VER CREEK VALLEY 
BIG STONE LAKE 
BLUE MOUNDS 
BUFFALO RIVER 
CAMDEN 
CARLEY 
CASCADE RIVER 
CHS~ A. LINDBERGH 
CROW WING 
FATHER HENNEPIN 
FLA.NOR.AU 
FORESTV:IlJ.E 
FORT RIDGELY 
FORT SNELLING 
FRONTENAC 
GEORGE CROSBY MANITOU 
GLACIAL LAKES 
GLENDALOUGH 
GOOSEBERRY FALLS 
GRAND PORTAGE 
HAYES.LAKE 
HILL.ANNEX 
INTERSTATE 
ITASCA 
JAY COOKE 
.IUDGBMAGNEY 
KILENWOODS 
LAGQUIPARLE 
LAKEBEMIDTI 
LAKE BRONSON 
LAKE CARLOS 
LAKE LOUISE 
LAKE MARIA 
LAKE SHETEK 
MAPLEWOOD 
McCAR1'HY BEACH 
MlLLE LACS KATHIO 
MJNNEOPA 
MNV ALLEY TRAIL 
MONSON LAKE • 
MOOSE LAKE 
MYRE-BIG ISLAND 
NER.S'fR.AND-:BIG WOODS 
Q;L .. KIPP 
OLPMQiL 
RICE LAKE 
ST.CROIX 
SAKATAHLA.K'.E 
SAVANNA PORTAGE 
SCENIC 
senoowRAFT 
SIBLEY 
SOUDAN UNOODMINE 
SPLIT ROCKCREEK 
SPLIT ROCK I:JGitTHOUSE 
TEfylPERANCE RIVER 
TETTEG.OUCHE 
UPPER·SIOUXAGENCY 
WllITEWATER. 
WILD RIVER 
WILLIAM O'BRIEN 
ZIPPBLBAY 
STATEWIDE 

Total 
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NEEDED 

$126,500 
$34,500 

$805,000 
$11,500 
$23,000 

$230,000 
$297.563 

$000 
$24,725 

$150,650 
$66.700 

$000 
$000 
$000 

$258)75() 
$103,SOp 
$349~6QO 
$132,25() 

$34,5QO 
$166~150 

$000 
$5;f,750 
226,550 
$9,200 

$753,250 
$21~.750 
$6"84,250 
$316;25Q 
$19~,sm> 
$287,500 
$1'72 •. 500 
$411,930 
$97,750 

$115,000 
$201,250 
$40,250 

$241,500 
$66,125 
$46,0QO 
$5,750 

$40,2.50 
$57,500 

$000 
$121,843 
$358;800 

$000 
$51,750 
$42,550 
$97,750 
$17,250 
$345~0()0 
$867,100 
$580,750 
$120,750 
$63;250 

$889,500 
$86,250 

$184,000 
$74,750 

$247,250 
$379,500 
$105,800 
$217,350 
$650,900 

$23,000 
$2,988,915 

$13,489,936 

Examples: 
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Identified Needs 
$13,489,936 

sound infrastructure is essential 
for state parks to protect the envi­
ronment and to provide safe f acili­
ties for eight million visitors each 
year. The infrastructure is particu­
larly stressed during the summer 
when state parks receive over 16, 000 
visitors a day. Facilities such as 
roads, wells and sewage systems 
require continuous upkeep just like 
the highways, public streets, and 
water/sewer facilities we use every 
day. 

• Lake Louise: Headquarters/Shop/Office Complex ($201, 250) 
Construct a new multi-purpose facility that will serve as the park headquarters, 
shop, and office. The current facilities used for these functions are old and small. 
A newer and larger facility will provide a more efficient use of time, staff, and work 
space. 

• Statewide: Vault Toilet Replacement ($172,500) 
Replace approximately 50 old pit toilets statewide with newer and more sanitary 
vault toilets. Existing toilets do not meet handicapped accessibility codes. 

• Minnesota Valley Trail: Service Area Rehabilitation ($57, 500) 
This project will provide a new multi-purpose building that will replace an existing 
old barn that was poorly retrofitted as a temporary park office and shop. The 
existing facility was a dairy barn on land acquired when the park was first 
established. It has poor electrical service,a minimal heating system and is totally 
inadequate for present needs. 
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State Parks currently need 60 mil­
lion dollars in capital funding over 
the next 12 years. Money which will 
help preserve, restore, and main­
tain Minnesota's most treasured re­
sources, our link to the past and our 
legacy to future generations. 

12 Year Capital Needs Summary by Category 

Tourism & Economic Benefit 
Natural Environment 
Historic Preservation 
Environmental Education & Interpretation 
Park Infrastructure 
Total 

$21,117,235 
$7,458,030 
$5,429,700 

$15, 757,400 
$13,489,936 
$63,252,300* 

*Neither land acquisition nor operations funding needs are included in these values. 
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Total Funding Needs 
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